
Scherzo No. 2
by Mily Balakirev, arr. Larry Sue
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6 Octaves
Handchimes Used: 56‚
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Performance Notes

Mily Balakirev (1837-1910) was the leader of the Russian school of nationalist composers in the latter 
half of the nineteenth century. He was a mentor to the likes of Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakoff ("Flight of the 
Bumblebee") and Modest Mussorgsky ("Pictures at an Exhibition") and a contemporary of Franz Liszt. 

He was one of the best pianists of his time, enabling him to write and perform music in the "bravura 
Romantic" style (lots of flash, plenty of emotion, and intense technical demands). He's best known for 
having written "Islamey", thought by many to be the most difficult piano solo in existence.

This means you're supposed to play this piece with all the flair and energy you can muster. You're 
creating a marvelously detailed picture of a scene (you pick which one!). Because Balakirev was 
regarded as a pianist with "formidable" technique, make every attempt to play this as if it's on a piano. 
Fortunately, you, the bell choir, have a tremendous advantage in that you have more hands!

You'll probably need fourteen to sixteen ringers to play it effectively, and should have a great time 
learning it. It may require some creative assignments; if you don't have sixth-octave bells, you should be 
able to omit them or substitute the next-closest fifth-octave bells (especially in the bass).

It'll be essential to emphasize the dynamics to bring out the emotion in the piece. Be sure your pp's are 
truly "pianissimo" and that your ff's are truly "fortissimo". Oh, and remember that at tempo this work is 
over eight minutes long, so pace yourselves!

Remember, always, that Balakirev is a master of theme development (the opening theme runs for five 
pages, the second theme for the next six pages, and so on). Take time to see where each theme goes and 
what happens in the surrounding accompaniment, and then use that knowledge to put the music on 
display!
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