Ye Jazzy Gentlemen
arranged by Larry Sue



Performance Notes

hHandbeIIs Used: 3 oct (37), 4 oct. (49), 5 oct. (60) be abe o 272 2 S 3 b= (mbe)
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hHandchimes Used: 3 oct. (18)
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"And now for something completely different..." Sometimes you wonder just how something
would sound in a style totally different from its original form. For instance, in the 1970s Walter
Murphy took one of the classical greats to the disco world and came up with "A Fifth of
Beethoven".

It turns out that the Christmas carol "God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen™ falls into the jazz idiom
wonderfully. This arrangement, in particular, has a backdrop that's reminiscent of Dave
Brubeck's "Take Five", and the melody rolls into a syncopated jazz waltz form that's quite
compelling.

In the first verse, pay careful attention to when the chimes play. Sometimes they overlap the
melody bells (even to the point where the chime and its matching bell are playing at the same
time).

The bass melody in the second verse is in parallel octaves, so be extremely precise here - clarity
is essential. Keep the mallet strokes tight to ensure that the rhythm is clean.

I think of ice skating when | play through the third verse. Make it flow smoothly - it's a contrast
to the preceding punchier sections.

The ending, like the rest of the arrangement, requires precision. You might wish to hold the
larger bells around the disc or even the casting so that you'll have better control over them the
martellati occur.

One more thing: Keep it funky, and enjoy yourself!



God Rest Ye, Merry Gentlemen

for Handbells

Swing Jazz 4 = 140 3 A arr. Largy Sue (ASCAP)
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*Five-octave choirs double stems-up notes one octave higher in measures 97-104.
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higher in

ave choirs double top notes one octave
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Four- and five-octave choirs double top notes one octave higher in measures 133-135, 137-139, and 143-145.
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